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March 23, 2026

Honorable Michael J. Rodrigues, Chair
Senate Committee on Ways and Means
State House, Room 212

Boston, Massachusetts 02133

Dear Chair Rodrigues:

On behalf of the Transportation Association of Massachusetts (TAM), I write in support of Section
15 of House Bill 5175, An Act Relative to Energy Affordability, Clean Power and Economic
Competitiveness, which will allow for the co-location of high voltage infrastructure along state
highways. The only way the Commonwealth will be able to make progress towards a zero-
emissions transportation future capable of supporting medium- and heavy-duty electric trucking is
through common-sense policies such as this.

As you may know, House Bill 5175 seeks to find ways to make the Commonwealth’s energy
resources more affordable and more competitive. To that end, Section 15 of HB5175, which
permits the co-location of high-voltage transmission infrastructure along state highways,
represents a practical and necessary step toward addressing one of the Commonwealth’s most
significant structural challenges: the lack of sufficient electric transmission and distribution
infrastructure to meet current - and future - energy demand. As Massachusetts continues to pursue
aggressive electrification policies across multiple sectors, including transportation, the need to
expand transmission capacity has become both time-sensitive and unavoidable.

From the perspective of the transportation industry, this issue is not theoretical; it is a matter of
practical reality. The Commonwealth is currently advancing policies, including the Advanced
Clean Truck (ACT) rule, that presume the near-term electrification of medium- and heavy-duty
(MHD) trucks. However, the Commonwealth’s electric infrastructure is woefully behind where it
needs to be to support even a modest transition of MHD vehicles to electric power.

Simply put, Massachusetts cannot achieve the electrification of the transportation sector without
first making substantial investments in transmission capacity. The deployment of MHD electric
trucks - assuming the technology becomes viable for all use cases - will require enormous amounts
of reliable, high-capacity electricity at depots, distribution centers, and along key freight corridors.
At present, that infrastructure does not exist, nor is it being developed at a pace that aligns with
the regulatory timelines currently contemplated.



Accordingly, Section 15 of HB5175 offers a common-sense solution to help close this gap. By
allowing transmission infrastructure to be co-located along state highway corridors, the
Commonwealth can significantly reduce permitting delays, minimize land use conflicts, and
accelerate the buildout of the grid infrastructure necessary to support electrification. This approach
leverages existing public rights-of-way to deliver infrastructure more efficiently and cost-
effectively - an approach that is particularly critical given the scale of investment required.

Without measures like Section 15 of HB5175, the Commonwealth risks advancing electrification
mandates that are fundamentally disconnected from infrastructure reality. For the transportation
industry, this disconnect has serious implications. Companies that rely on MHD trucks to deliver
goods, fuel homes, support construction, and move essential commodities cannot transition to
electric vehicles without access to reliable charging infrastructure. Absent that infrastructure, these
businesses will be forced to delay fleet turnover, retain older and less efficient vehicles, and absorb
costs associated with increasing regulatory uncertainty.

TAM supports the Commonwealth’s long-term goal of reducing emissions and transitioning to
cleaner technologies. However, that transition must be grounded in practical infrastructure
planning. As such, Section 15 of HB5175 is a critical enabling provision that helps ensure the
Commonwealth can realistically support the policies it seeks to implement. Including this section
in any legislative vehicle your Committee advances will help position Massachusetts to build the
energy infrastructure necessary to support zero-emissions MHD trucking in the future.

I appreciate your consideration of this important matter. If you have any questions or concerns,
please do not hesitate to let me know.

Sincerely,
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Kevin Weeks
Executive Director
kweeks@masstrucking.org
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